Mt. Sterling Bible Readings on March 27th - 28th, 2010
Romans 5:12 - 8:39  Eternal Life In Christ Jesus Our Lord
Introduction: The Problem of Sin, & The Power of God To Righteously Save

Theme of Epistle: 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.

How is this section (ch.5:12-8:39) related to the first section (ch.1-5:11)?

Why does Paul seem to start over again in v.12, to discuss the entrance of sin into the world, after the triumphant climax of ch.5:1-11?

Twofold Problem of Sin: all under sin (3:9) Morally Corrupted by sin

 


    : all... guilty (3:19) Judicially Condemned for our sins

1:18-3:20 catalogues the moral corruption of all men, both Jew and Gentile, and therefore the righteous condemnation under which all stand before God.

God’s Provision for judicial consequences of our sins: Righteousness Imputed
a.) Justification: God is just, and the justifier of him that believes in Jesus (3:26)

3:21-4:25 outlines the righteous basis for justification (death of Christ for our sins), and the only means of obtaining God’s gracious declaration (faith).

b.) Reconciliation: new relationship established and enjoyed in His gracious favor, with future perfection assured (5:1-11).

5:9-10 provides the link to the following section: much more...!

Being now justified by His death, we shall be saved from wrath through Him

Being reconciled by the death of His Son, we shall be saved by His life
God’s Provision for moral corruption by sin: Righteousness Imparted
 
a.) Judicial: Deliverance from Sin’s Authority By His Death (5:12-6:23)

Through Adam’s transgression as Head, sin and death gained dominion over all men; the introduction of law only enhanced sin’s dominion. In God’s grace, Christ legally represented us in death to liberate us from sin’s jurisdiction, enabling God to righteously give us eternal life in the risen Christ (symbolically portrayed in baptism). The major challenge raised in ch.6 is: How shall we now live as slaves to sin, or as servants to God?  What fruit unto holiness (6:22)?   

b.) In My Experience: Deliverance From Sin’s Power By His Life (7:1-8:39)

How will holy and righteous living be produced in my life? The main hurdle ch.7 confronts is that sin within us does not willingly relinquish control, and the law provokes it into life, rather than quenching its power. The despairing cry of helplessness against sin’s power in ch.7 is answered in ch.8, with the introduction of the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus which indeed enables us to live in the freedom of sons of God, and guarantees our future perfection and glory as sons of God conformed to the image of His Son (8:29). 

PART 1: Romans 5:12 - 6:23  Deliverance From Sin’s Authority By His Redemptive Death
a.) 5:12 - 21 Adam’s Rebellion - Contrasted Parallels With Christ’s Redemption

By One Man: Adam The Ruined Head

By One Man: Christ The Risen Head
5:12-14 Sin entered - Death reigned over all
Grace Entered - Gift of righteousness

5:15-19 One Offence - Many Dead; Condemned
Many Offences - Justification by One

5:20-21 Law Entered - Offence abounded
Grace overflowed -Sin Reigned in death


Grace reigns - eternal life

b.) 6:1- 23 Dead To Sin; Alive to God - Regeneration & Sanctification

6:1-5 Identified With Christ In Death & Resurrection

6:6-7 Termination, Transfer Of Identity & Its Intended Result

6:8-11 Realization, Reckoning: Dead To Sin; New Life, Relationship In Risen Christ

6:12-14 Refuse Sin’s Demand; Present Yourself As A Servant To God Under Grace

6:15-23 Incompatibility, Futility Of Sin; Freedom In New Life Of Righteousness, Holiness

PART 2: Romans 7:1-25 Despair Of Defeating Sin Through Law; Deliverance By Christ!
a.) 7:1 - 6 Marriage Analogy Applied: Released From Law by Death, United to Risen Christ

b.) 7:7 - 13 Law Defended As Holy, Just, Good; Yet Detection Of Evil Desire Empowers Sin 

c.) 7:14 - 20 Discerning Between Myself & Indwelling Sin, But Still Powerless To Change!

d.) 7:21 - 25 Inner Delight In God’s Law; Despair Of Overcoming Sin - Deliverance By Christ!
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PART 3   Romans 8:1-17 God In Us: Present Inner Strength, Control, Transformation By Spirit - The Son Of God And The Sons Of God
a.) 8:1 - 4   Freed From Sin’s Condemnation, Control: Life of the Son in Us by the Spirit

b.) 8:5 - 8   Contrasted Character Of The Flesh And The Spirit: The Source And Its Fruit

c.) 8:9 -11 The Indwelling Spirit: Power For Righteousness; Pledge Of Resurrection

d.) 8:12-13 Responsibility Of Relationship: Whom Shall We Serve - Flesh Or Spirit?

e.) 8:14-17 Spirit Of Sonship: God’s Children, Heirs of God Jointly with His Son

PART 4   Romans 8:18-39 God In Us And For Us: His Spirit The Pledge Of Future Perfection -  A Divine Sovereign And Saviour;  His Secure Saints

a.) 8:18-25   Present Sufferings A Prelude To Future Glory: Creation’s Deep Longing

b.) 8:26-27   Holy Spirit For Us: Interceding Within Us Unto God For Our Blessing

c.) 8:28-33   God For Us: Sovereign Counsels, Control Of Present And Future

d.) 8:34-39   Christ For Us: Risen Christ Interceding For Us At Right Hand Of God

