faith

He went out, not knowing Where
He was promised a seed, not knowing How
He offered his son, not knowing Why
Alan Davidson

Prayer Before Dawn

W

hoever can utter these words has
expressed sweeter music than all the
cherubim and seraphim could ever sing. Heaven
is found in the depth of that word–Father!
In that word is all I could ever ask, all my needs
could ever demand, and all my heart could ever
desire.
I have all of everything, throughout all of
eternity, when I can say, “Father.”

Steven Lamb

There isn't much that I can do,
I am not wise. My strength is small.
But I can bring it all to You,
For You are All.
I can lift to You my prayer,
For You are faithful. You are there.
I relinquish all my fear,
For you are here.
I only sow a little seed.
It came from You; You make it grow.
I only contemplate the deed;
You make it so.
You work in darkness, out of sight,
Your plan beyond all I can know.
What You are doing bring to light:
Your glory show.

Down here,
we have the tears
without the reason;
In glory, we will have
the reason without
the tears.
Alan Davidson
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Abraham was a man of

“Abba, Father” (Romans 8:15)

The Way
Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through Me.
(John 14:6 NKJV)

Without the Way,
there is no going.

C. H. Spurgeon, Morning and Evening, January 26

S

Without the Truth,
there is no knowing.

Like Him

ee that creeping worm? How contemptible
its appearance! It is the beginning of a thing.
Mark that insect with gorgeous wings, playing in
the sunbeams, sipping at the flower bells, full of
happiness and life; that is the end thereof. That
caterpillar is yourself, until you are wrapped up
in the chrysalis of death; but when Christ shall
appear, you shall be like him, for you shall see
him as he is. Be content to be
like him, a worm and no
man, that like him you may
be satisfied when you
wake up in his likeness.
C. H. Spurgeon,
Morning and Evening, Dec. 30
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Sharing Christ
Living water flows from the risen Christ

Without the Life,
there is no living.

H

ow often am I tempted to ask the Lord,
“Don’t You know?”
Of course He
knows! And just as He spoke to those two in
Luke 24, He wants to speak to me of all people
(and you too!). He is the way; He’s not just the
beginning and the ending—He wants to be
known as the entire way in between as well. Am
I too occupied with getting to the end of the
road that I miss the things He wants to show me
about Himself along the way? He wants me to
know Him and His ____ (fill in the blank with
whatever need that is felt lacking), appreciating
Him here and now, whatever that might
mean. He can bring me through each and every
circumstance and wants each one to know Him
better every step of the way. Am I surrendered
to let Him be my way? Not just the beginning in
salvation and the end if death comes before His
return, but step by step. Oh to be able to say,
“Did not our heart burn within us, while He
talked with us by the way, and while He opened
to us the scriptures?” (Luke 24:32).
Excerpt from Sharing Christ by Tabitha Bruley

Unspeakable Worth
Moses and Elijah must fade away and Christ alone
be on display. No one compares to Him in His
glory and beauty.
The Lord was alone on the Mount of Olives in His
extreme sorrow.
“Before we can begin to see the cross
as something done for us (leading us
to faith and worship), we have to see
it as something done by us (leading us
to repentance)… As we face the cross,
then, we can say to ourselves both
‘I did it; my sins sent Him there,’ and
‘He did it; His love took Him there.’”
John Stott
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Alone On a Mountain

hrist can be seen as alone in that He was
physically abandoned on earth, He is unique,
and He is exalted above all others. Surely He
alone is worthy of our adoration and worship.

Matthew 26:38-39, 56 – Then saith he unto them, My soul is
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and
watch with me. And he went a little further….Then all the
disciples forsook him, and fled.

As He contemplated the load of sin that He would
have to bear, the Lord was overwhelmed with
sorrow. The disciples could not share this burden
with Him, and slept in the hour of His agony. Only
He could drink the cup the Father gave Him, and
He willingly poured out Himself as an offering.
The Lord was alone on the mountain in
His suffering and death.
Matthew 27:46 – And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a
loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

Matthew 14:23 – And when he had sent the multitudes away,
he went up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the
evening was come, he was there alone.

As I consider the place of His suffering and death,
I am reminded of a day long before when
Abraham walked up the mountain with his son
Isaac (Genesis 22). Isaac laid himself willingly
down upon the altar, alone. God there provided a
lamb, a substitute. Our suffering Lord was the
only Lamb who could take our place. He was truly
man, like us, and truly God, to bring us to the
Father. Forsaken by His God, He alone bore the
weight of our sin. Blessed Savior!

No other was as close to the Father as the Son of
God. No other walked with God as He walked.
None other pleased God like Him.

The feet of the Lord Jesus shall again touch the
Mount of Olives— but this time He will not be
alone (Zechariah 14:4).

The Lord was alone on a mountain in
His splendor and glory.

He will come with the myriads of His saints (Zech.
14:5, Jude 14). The grain of wheat that was alone in
the grave will be accompanied with the much
fruit of His sufferings and death (John 12:24). His
blood-bought bride will live and reign with Him.

The Lord was alone upon a mountain in
His supplication and communication with the
Father (Matthew 14:23).

Matthew 17:1-2 – And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James,
and John his brother, and bringeth them up into an high
mountain apart, And was transfigured before them: and his
face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white as the
light.

And “the LORD alone shall be exalted in that
day” (Isaiah 2:11).

“Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth
eternity, whose name is Holy” (Isaiah 57:15)
“For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, that ye through his poverty might
be rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:9)

T

he high and lofty One came down to dwell
among men (John 1).

The Eternal One said, “the hour is come” (John 17).
The Holy One “bare our sins” (1 Peter 2:24).
The Light of the world hung in darkness upon a
tree (Luke 23:44).
The King of Kings was among men as one that
serves (Luke 22:27).
The King of glory suffered unspeakable shame
(Psalm 22, 24).
He who was infinitely rich became unspeakably
poor (2 Corinthians 8:9).
The Great Physician gave Himself to great
suffering (Luke 5:31).
The Author of Life went into death (Acts 3:15 ESV).
He who breathed life into man, gave up His spirit
(John 19:30).
He who put Adam to sleep, painlessly extracting
part of him for his bride, suffered an agonizing
death and slept the sleep of death; and from His
opened side flowed precious blood: blood that
redeemed His bride, the church.
All heaven proclaims the worth of Him who was
sold for thirty pieces of silver– the price of a slave
(Matthew 27, Revelation 5).
Let us proclaim the unspeakable worth of Him
who is risen, seated at God’s right hand, and
highly exalted today.
Nathan Bruley

